
LEAD A SIGNATURE 
UP TO US  EVENT

A complete toolkit to host one or more of our signature Up to Us events on your campus



Introduction

To many young American voters, the long-term national debt
may seem like an abstract concern. In an era of uncertain job
market prospects and political polarization, the country’s
long-term national debt is consistently placed on the back
burner by our political leaders on both sides of the aisle. Our
generation actually has the most at stake when it comes to
policy decisions made today about our country’s long-term

scal and economic future, and it’s up to us to come together
and speak up. 

Our generation has an essential role to play in this debate. Up
to Us is an opportunity for students to educate their peers on
these issues in a nonpartisan way, by empowering our
generation to have a voice and start the conversation about
our future, together.

We can't wait to have you join the movement!
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Perks for
Hosting

Funding for your event and a bonus stipend
when you hit your goals!

Don't forget to boost your event while also boosting the perks you receive!

Receive Event Hosting Stipend
1.

For each event, you have a goal for the number
participants reached. The goals are obtainable and we
are here to help you achieve them!

2.

If you reach your participant goal, you earn an extra
bonus stipend of $150!

3.
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Everyone who hosts an Up to Us event receives an
event hosting stipend. This stipend should be used for
costs associated with hosting your event (e.g. food,
raffle prizes, swag, signage, printing, art materials, etc.)

Hit Your Participant Goals

Earn Extra Cash!

Event Type Hosting Stipend Participant Goal Bonus Stipend

The Great Debate

Mock Election
Speed Dating

Mini-doc 
Film Festival

Public Art
Installation

Fiscal Fitness
Bootcamp

Day of Awareness:
My Two Cents Day

Wildcard

25 $ 150

$ 150

$ 150

$ 150

$ 150

$ 150

$ 150

$ 100

$ 100

$ 150

$ 150

$ 100

$ 200

$ 100

30

25

25

40

400

100

Gather Up to Us pledges at your event and when you hit 200 pledges, you earn an extra $100. Amplify your
event with media coverage for additional event hosting stipend and more bonuses if you are published.



01. The Great Debate

Host a moderated debate on campus about the long-term national debt and other scal or
public policy issues.
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Debaters can include professors, elected officials,
and/or student clubs (College Dems and Republicans
can be a fun and fiery combination).

Ensure that a variety of perspectives are represented. 

Choose good speakers who get along well.

You or one of your teammates can serve as the
moderator or you can ask a professor or nonpartisan
club on campus to serve as your moderator.

Be sure that your moderator is politically neutral.

Determine your debate format (typical format outlined on page 5) and share with debators and
moderator.

Prepare the debate questions ahead of time (sample questions can be found on page 5) and share
with debators and moderator.

Crowdsource questions from potential audience members before the event using social media.

Have a meeting with your moderator a few days before the debate to review the format and
questions.

To open the event, in one minute or less, you will explain Up to Us and the purpose and topic of the
debate. Highlight that the debaters are representing their own perspectives. There are many
opinions about the long-term national debt and Up to Us does not take sides.

The moderator introduces the debaters, facilitates transitions between different portions of the
event, and reads questions from the audience and twitter during the Q&A.

Boost audience participation and interactivity: run a live Twitterfeed; provide question slips that the
audience can submit throughout the debate (and filter out the bad ones before passing them to the
moderator for use in the Q&A); and consider a raffle prize for students who are actively participating
live and/or on social media.

The event host – you – makes sure that registration, photography, and Twitterfeed are moving
smoothly, and collects question slips from the audience.

Assign a team member to be the official timekeeper. Provide them with time card signs to signal to
the debaters and moderator when they are running out of time.

Ask attendees to sign the Up to Us Pledge on their way out. Check out the Get Up to Us Pledges in
the resources section on page 14.

After the debate, send handwritten thank you letters to your debaters and moderator.

Prep, Prep, Prep

During the Debate

Find your Moderator

Find your Debater
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In order to receive your Bonus Stipend (see page 3 for "Perks of Hosting") you need to turn in two
pieces of information via Crew 2030

    1.     The sign-in sheet from your event, including students’ names and email addresses

    2.     Photos that show the attendees and the event hosts

Demonstrate your results!

1.     Each debater gets five to eight minutes for opening remarks

2.     Moderator asks the debaters questions. Debaters get two
minutes each to respond

3.     Debaters get one minute each for rebuttal

4.     Debaters each get a five minute closing statement. There
are no rebuttals to closing remarks

Typical Debate Format

1.    How are today’s college students impacted by the long-term national debt?

2.    What are the key components of a responsible plan to address the long-
term national debt?

3.    Can we economically grow our way out of the long-term national debt?

4.    Should we address our long-term national debt by spending cuts, revenue
increases or a combination of both?

5.    What do you recommend to young people who want to make a difference
regarding this issue? 

6.    What do you wish everyone knew about this issue?

Sample Debate Questions

By now you’ve probably gone to
enough speaker series and panel
discussions to know the good,
the bad, and the ugly. 

We all know about boring
speakers; even if they are
knowledgeable, if they can’t
communicate their subject with
passion and interesting ideas,
audience members will drift
away. 

Speakers need to have different
opinions so that conversation is
lively, but if they see the issue
too differently from one
another-- or can’t get along
personally-- things could get
nasty



02. Mock Election Speed Dating

Students give stump speeches that reflect different political perspectives on and solutions
for the long-term national debt.
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Get five other people to participate in the “election”. Four
people will portray the four candidates. Meanwhile, one
team member will help with sign-in and take photos.

Prepare one to two minutes stump speeches for each
candidate that represent four different ideas on how to
solve the long-term national debt.

As the event host, set up 4 tables as “election booths” with one team member at each one
ready to give their stump speech.

Assign one team member to help participants sign in and take photos throughout the event.

Attendees get 3 minutes with each candidate in a speed dating-style round robin.

After 15 minutes, attendees decide which candidate they like best.

If there’s a tie, candidates “battle it out” to sway voters to their side.

After a winner is chosen, remind attendees that bi-partisan solutions to our country’s fiscal
challenges require a mix of revenue increases and spending cuts-- not one or the other.
Remember, Up to Us is non-partisan.

Ask attendees to sign the Up to Us Pledge on their way out. Check out the Get Up to Us
Pledges in the resources section on page 14.

Tip: Consider reaching out to theater or improve groups on
campus to find participants. Consider costumes to make the
pitches more memorable.

Tip:  Rather than creating the candidates’ policies based on real-
life politicians, create fictitious candidates who express diverse
possibilities and solutions using the cards from the Fiscal Ship
game.

In order to receive your Bonus Stipend (see page 3 for "Perks of Hosting") you need to turn in two
pieces of information via Crew 2030

    1.     The sign-in sheet from your event, including students’ names and email addresses

    2.     Photos that show the attendees and the event hosts

Demonstrate your results!

During the Event

Prep, Prep, Prep



03. Mini Doc Film Festival

Screen a collection of short lms or excerpts from full-length documentaries about the long-
term national debt and its impacts. Follow the screenings with a moderated discussion.
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Look up films on Youtube/online that talk about the long-
term national debt.

Ask your school how to screen films without causing
trademark issues.

Build in interactivity and incentivize the students to stay until the end. Maybe there’s a raffle?
Or have students ‘vote’ with stickers for their favorite film?

Alternately, you might shorten the video screening to make room for a mini-group exercise
where groups respond to the prompt “How might we get rid of the debt in 10 years?”

Ask attendees to sign the Up to Us Pledge on their way out. Check out the Get Up to Us
Pledges in the resources section on page 14.

Tip: If any of your films have a bias, be sure to explain that to
your audience so they understand that there’s some editorial
content. If you show more than one film, consider showing films
with different perspectives on the issue.

In order to receive your Bonus Stipend (see page 3 for "Perks of Hosting") you need to turn in two
pieces of information via Crew 2030

    1.     The sign-in sheet from your event, including students’ names and email addresses

    2.     Photos that show the attendees and the event hosts

Demonstrate your results!

During the Event

Prep, Prep, Prep



04. Public Art Installation on Campus

Create a piece of art on your campus that relates to the long-term national debt. The
result could be a series of individual pieces or one large installation located in a public
place on campus.
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Work with the art department or art-related student groups
to create a piece of art that represents the long-term
national debt. Use your event hosting stipend to pay for
supplies and potentially for a gift for the artists.

Before you start, brief your artistic collaborators on the
long-term national debt.  See the Know Your Stuff section in
the resources for more details.

Create an event around the unveiling of the art. Consider incentivizing people to attend (free
food, raffle prizes, etc). Give a short speech at the unveiling to explain Up to Us and why you
care about the long-term national debt.

Or set-up a table at your artwork to engage wits students about the long-term national debt
as they walk by.

Ask attendees to sign the Up to Us Pledge on their way out. Check out the Get Up to Us
Pledges in the resources section on page 14.

In order to receive your Bonus Stipend (see page 3 for "Perks of Hosting") you need to turn in two pieces of
information via Crew 2030

    1.     The total number of people who attended your event and/or visited your table (e.g. “200 people visited
the public art exhibition during the two days it was up, in addition to 50 people who attended the art opening.”

    2.     Photos that show the attendees and the event hosts

Demonstrate your results!

This might sound intimidating, but other students have had amazing
and creative public art exhibitions in the past.  For example, previous
Up to Us students painted a famous rock on their campus with the
total amount of the U.S. national debt at the time. 

Other students painted a bed sheet and hung it up around campus
that read “$223 Billion into Oblivion” indicating the annual amount of
interest we spend on the debt.

(We are not endorsing vandalism here. This rock is intended to be painted
and re-painted by students.)

During the Event

Prep, Prep, Prep



05. Fiscal Fitness Bootcamp

Invite your favorite bootcamp/TRX/fitness instructor to host a fitness class on campus, and use
the time before and after class to raise awareness about the long-term national debt (LTND.)
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Once your instructor has committed to a date and time,
you can use part your event hosting stipend to make a
donation to them for their services. 

If you need to reserve a workout room in your school’s
gym, do so right away. If possible, hold the workout
outside or in a park for maximum visibility.

Prepare 1-2 minute remarks for both before and after the
class.

Use your event hosting stipend creatively to incentivize
participation. Maybe get workout shirts or water bottles
with the Up to Us logo printed on them to give out to
attendees.

Assign one team member to help participants sign in and take photos throughout the event.

Keep your remarks light:

 •     Ask a question like, “How much debt do you think we will accrue as a country during this    
         <X minute> workout today?”

 •    Follow-up with answers to these questions at the end of the workout.

Ask attendees to sign the Up to Us Pledge on their way out. Check out the Get Up to Us
Pledges in the resources section on page 14.

Tip: Read the National Debt 101 Toolkit and play the Fiscal Ship
 (available on Crew 2030) to find out why the long-term national
debt matters to YOU and talk about that.

In order to receive your Bonus Stipend (see page 3 for "Perks of Hosting") you need to turn in two
pieces of information via Crew 2030

    1.     The sign-in sheet from your event, including students’ names and email addresses

    2.     Photos that show the attendees and the event hosts

Demonstrate your results!

During the Event

Prep, Prep, Prep



06. Day of Awareness: MTCD

Use any or all of our signature My Two Cents Day (MTCD) activities below to raise awareness
about the long-term national debt during a day of action on your campus. This is a light-touch
event meant to grab people’s attention and get them thinking about the long-term national
debt.
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Make sure students learn
about the long-term national
debt on my Two Cents Day
or MTCD! 

Some ways to do this could
include: incorporating fiscal
facts into activities, games
with prizes, etc. We will
provide you with
example/template posters
you can print and flyer your
campus with.

Create an Instagram Traveling Photo Frame (template
will be provided.) Print, cut and customize it if desired.

Have students take photos in the Instagram Traveling
Photo Frame and share them on their own social media
accounts with why the long-term national debt matters
to them (remind them to use #UpToUs and #MTCD
when posting!)

Instagram Cutout

Who doesn’t like free tacos? Past Up to Us students informed
their campus about the long-term national debt while handing
out free tacos! The team attracted attention by dressing up in
costume, which helped increase their social media presence
through taking and sharing photos.

Taco ‘Bout the Debt

Signing the pledge is a way for Millennials to show that they are
engaged and united in taking a role in our national economic
future.  In May, student representatives of Up to Us will deliver
signed pledges to legislators in the House and Senate.

Check out the Get Up to Us Pledges in the resources section on
page 14.

Up to Us Pledge

You thought $19 trillion was scary? Up to Us students in Florida
dressed up as zombies and put on a “Walking Debt Event” in
which they walked around their campus handing out
informational fliers about the long-term national debt.

The Walking Debt

Make a splash with tabling, chalking, and other creative
engagement strategies to raise the visibility of the debt on your
campus. Get Creative! 

Here are some tried-and-true MTCD activities:

TIP: Whenever students are
posting on social media, make
sure they use the official
hashtag so that they are a part
of the conversation #UptoUs
and #MTCD
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In order to receive your Bonus Stipend (see page 3 for "Perks of Hosting") you need to turn in two
pieces of information via Crew 2030

    1.   The total number of people you spoke with/who visited your table and what they did (for example:
“150 people participated in the wish fountain, in addition to 100 more people who took photos with the
Instagram cutout in the cafeteria.”)

    2.     Photos that show the attendees and the event hosts

Demonstrate your results!

Consider serving snacks while having a conversation with students passing by in front of the
student center or other high-traffic area on your campus. Past Up to Us students have invited
their classmates to write what they learned about the long-term national debt and why it
matters to them on a giant chalkboard. The visual attracted a lot of curious students.

Chart Talk

Have a “My Two Cents” Wish Fountain on campus. This fountain encourages students to
share their two cents on the long-term national debt and make their wish for the future by
placing two pennies in the fountain. The money will then be donated to the Treasury on behalf
of Up to Us to pay down the debt.

Wishing Fountain



07. Wildcard

Surprise us! Use your creativity to come up with a whole new way to engage your campus
around the long-term national debt.
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Email the team at uptous@netimpact.org to set-up a time to discuss your idea and determine how to
document your results.

Consider tying your event to
national current events such as
this spring’s debt ceiling expiration
(March 16th) or federal budget
deadline (April 15th).
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General Resources

At any event you hold, you want to get as many attendees as possible to sign the Up to Us
pledge. The pledge is attendees’ way of taking action to let their representatives know that
they care about the long-term national debt.  In May, student representatives of Up to Us
will deliver signed pledges to U.S. Congressional legislators. 

At your event (no matter which you choose), set up a table with 2-3 laptops or tablets with
internet connection so that students can sign the pledge online, or distribute flyers with
the link to the pledge

Get Up to Us Pledges

It’s important to know your stuff before you do any
presentation. If you don’t know why the long-term
national debt is important to you, how can you
expect to persuade others? 

Read the National Debt 101 Toolkit and play the
Fiscal Ship (available on Crew 2030) to learn more
about the impacts of long-term national debt.

Know Your Stuff

It is important to assign someone on your team to
help people sign-in, with name and email address
legible, (if applicable for your event) and take
photos.

Attendance &
Photos

Click Herefor thePledge

Reminder: If you get 200 pledges, you will earn an extra $100 and the overall top pledge gatherer will
win a prize of $500!

 Make sure that students are choosing your school when they sign the pledge

Use the Amplify Your Voice Using Media event catalog to take your outreach further and set up an
interview with your campus media outlets or publish an op-ed prior to your event.

Tip: If you do engage the media, you receive an additional event hosting stipend and the opportunity to
earn more bonuses.

Amplify Your Event with Media

The Marketing toolkit (available on Crew 2030) includes specific communication and marketing tactics
that you can use to promote your event to efficiently draw an audience to your event.

Tip: The most successful events start outreach three weeks before their event date. Use the Marketing
toolkit to see a specific timeline on what to do to create buzz and host a well-attended event.

Don't Forget  Outreach
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https://www.netimpact.org/programs/up-to-us-pledge


Tips
Before You Throw an Event on your Campus

Find your Allies
1.

What is your “campus culture”? What are the other
events going on, and when? Who is your target
audience? These are important questions to help you
tailor your language, branding, and goals.

2.

Brainstorm creative ways that you could translate and
execute the long-term national debt issue to your
audience. Refer to My Two Cents Day Tab on
ItsUptoUs.org and look at #MTCD and #UptoUs for
more inspiration!

3.
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Think about existing groups on campus and in the
community. Identify groups that might have a common
interest in your cause and invite them to coffee. Explain
why collaborating with you would be useful for them
and why they would be a valuable asset to your event.
Once they commit to helping, set up weekly meetings
to plan and discuss progress.

Know your Audience

Draft your Plan

Page 3Tips & Reminders

Supplies

Do all speakers, actors, and co-hosts know what their
roles are? If they’re delivering content, have they
rehearsed?

Do you have a sign-in sheet to get people’s contact info
and are you prepared for them to sign the pledge on the
way in and out?

Event Leaders

Gathering Information

Reminders Pre-Event Logistics

Do you have all the materials and supplied you need? 

Frequent materials include: banner and/or signage,
food or drinks, swag, flyers, tape, scissors,
laptops/tablets, tables, garbage bins, etc.



For more information or toFor more information or to
sign-up today, please contact:sign-up today, please contact:

uptous@netimpact.orguptous@netimpact.org




